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THE 


PRESE NT STATE 


OF 


| Briti b Influence 
2 OL LAND, QC. 


Hague May 17, 1742. 
My Lorn, 


HERE is a ſurprizing Change 
in the Sentiments of this Re- 
50 public, ſince you and I were 
meaſuring Swords with our 
common Enemy, under our 
victorious Leader, the Duke of Marlbo- 


rough. In thoſe glorious Days, all our 
B | good 
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Ws 


good Hollanders looked upon the Intereſt 
of their Country and yours as inſeperable; 
nor was there any room for doubting that 
all good Engliſhmen were of the like Opi- Þ 
nion. At that Time an Ambaſſador ex- 
traordinary from England, was joyfully 
welcomed, heard with the utmoſt Atten- 
tion, and punctually and willingly com- 
plied with in all his Demands. Theſe 
were the happy Effects of the high Opi. 
nion conceived here of Britiſh Friendſhip, 
and the Wiſdom and Rectitude of your 
Views and Counſels. = %.. ol 

But behold, my Lord, how fatally the 
Scene is changed! Here we are lukewarm, | 
if not intirely cold. All is Caution and! 
Diffidence, as you may perceive by the 
States General's Anſwer of the 22d Inſt, 
to your Ambaſſador extraordinary's Me- 
morial, which I inſert as well to gratify | 
your Lordſhip's Curioſity, as to juſtify M 
ſome few Obſervations I take the Liberty] 
to make upon it, and the Conduct of 
your Mziniftry ſince we were together at] 
the Imperial Court in 1716. i 


le Es At; oo x ONE 


We 


heb 


Tz] 


[8 n 


The STATEs-GeNERAL's Anſwer: to the 


Earl of STAIR'S Memorial, May 22, 


N. 8. 1742. 5 


HAT they are 2 to 

" fulfil their Engagements, not 

only with the Court of — but 
with every other Prince. 

2. That they do not rightly compre- 

heed the Propoſals made by Lord Stair, 


of entering into a new Alliance in re- 


gard to the Hanover Dominions and 
their Territories, which they could with 
to be more fully approved of before 
they enter into any Deliberation on that 
Head. 

3. That after ſo many repeated Aſſu- 
rances from the Court of France, that the 
Body of Troops in the Neighbour- 
hood of the Republic ſhould never take 


the leaſt Step to create any Suſpicion of 


his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's having any 
any View of moleſting or attacking the 
Republic, they think, in Juſtice, they 
ought to confide in the ſaid Aſſurances; 
but, in order to prevent any Surprize, 
they have made ſo conſiderable an Aug- 
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. | 
mentation of their Troops, FEA they : 
have no Reaſon to apprehend being 
attacked by any foreign Power what: 
And Laſtly, ; 
4.0 That as the Report of bis Brite : 


nic Majeſty's deſigning to ſend a certain 


Number of Troops into Flanders, was 
induſtriouſly ſpread about laſt Year Þ 
without any Grounds, they did not give 
the leaſt Credit to what had been, for 
ſome Months paſt, reported upon that ; 
Subject, till ſuch Time as Lord Stair 
aſſured them of his Majeſty's Intentions Þ 
in regard to the ſaid Embarkation. That 
they cannot help manifeſting their Sur- | 
prize, that his Majeſty had taken ſuch 


a Reſolution, without giving them any | 


previous Notice of his Intentions. And] 
that as there was never an Example that] 
the Ports of Offend and Newport were Þ 
in the Poſſeſſion of any foreign Prince, 
they therefore cannot avoid expreflingÞ 
their Uneaſineſs on that Head,” 


Tho' the Language of this Au 


ſhould ſurprize your Miniſtry, I aflureÞ 
myſelf, your Lordſhip won't be in the leaſt 


ſurprized at it. Tis but what might be 
expected; it is but what was due to a Se- 
ries of Meaſures as ry, as diffi- 


cult 


(s) 


cult to be reconciled to the firſt Principles | 

of Policy, But before I trouble your Lord- | 

| ſhip with my Thoughts on theſe unnatu- 

ral Meaſures, I beg leave to communicate 

FE ſuch as ariſe immediately from the Sabject 

of this Anſwer, and the Memorial which 
1 produced it. 

14 In this Country, my Lord, it is looked 


19 upon as a very new Strain af Policy, to 
r receive a Propoſal of an new Alliance in 
thn regard to the Hanover Dominions and their 


Territories, by the Hands of a Britiſh Am- 
baſſador Extraordinary, You may per- 
ceive by their High Migbtineſſess manner 
of wording this Part of their Anſwer, that 
I am not fingular in my Opinion. We are 
not unacquainted with the Reſerictions in 
your A& of Settlement with regard to 
Hanover; and tho' we might have ob- 
ſerved them overlooked in many material 
Inſtances ſince the Acceſſion of your pre- 
ſent Royal Family; yet as theſe foreign 
Concerns have never been ſo overt and un- 
| guarded a Light as in Lord 5 's Me- 
morial, we cannot avoid apprehending that 
the late Minter ſtill guides your Cabinet 
from behind the Curtain. 
It was never doubted by us, during that 
Miniſter's public Influence, that his Views 
extended as much or more to a 
than 


* 
* 2 — bY 
” 8 — of _ wy ” 4 4A” 4 3 Ys i - 4 — — 2 by an 334 
mm . * ? " - AG hr . » * "I OY - bas bn » & 
9 » 8 * — " Oo - . 4 — 2 Ro 
S * 8 ²˙—˙QU . Ve SE > on . Y 8 * 
* — — — _ * — A 88 . n 1 (he * 8 
= —— WY — — — 0 — 8 Ez : * 
8 2 — - : — — _ 2 — 


* 
8 3 


— 


a * a et 
3 III 35D Las — 
a — 


6s ä — OA 
rr 


(6) 


than to his native Country. It was not 
queſtioned that he had ſhaped his Conduct 
ſo as to acquire the intire Confidence of his 
Employer. You might have ſeen this wrong 
Byaſs in that Miniſter's Conduct. I doubt 
not that your Lordſhip's Separation from 
him aroſe from this Cauſe, But I can 
ſcarce be perſuaded that his Conduct with 
regard to theſe foreign Concerns, was ſeen 
i to the Generality of his Countrymen; be- 
\Þ cauſe, if it had, it is improbable he ſhould 
| be able to ſupport himſelf ſo long as be has 
| done. No Nation, my Lord, could be fo. 
viciated, let the Means of Corruption be 
ever ſo great, as to bear a Miniſter for 
twenty Years together, that had conſtantly 
involved them on account of foreign Con- 
cerns, in Violation of a fundamental Law, 
it they had clearly ſeen the deſtructive 
Tendency of his Conduct. 

Whilſt that ſupple Counſellor held a vow- 
ed Power, he took ſpecial Care to hide his 
Intentions from the Commonalty. All his 
Treaties, and the expenſive Articles of fo- 
reign Subfs dies and Troops, tho' relative 
only to theſe foreign Concerns, he fo art- 
fully placed to the Account of Britain, 
—4 the Bulk of his good-natured, eaſy 
Fellow-Subjects ſaw not into the Fallacy. 
He had his Legions of Mercenaries within 
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and without Doors to juſtify his Meaſures 


and caluminate ſuch as had the Virtue to 


withſtand his ſecret and public Influence. 
But now that others are to bear the Brunt 
of the Day; that the Edge of public Re- 
ſentment can no longer affect him for what 
happens fince his laying down, we ſee the 


Scene of his late Politics opened in the 


moſt public manner. We ſee an Ambaſ- 
ſador Extraordinary from Britain publicly 
take upon him the Character of a H-—7# 
Miniſter; and we find in this late Mini- 
ſter's Vindication, * a curious Piece latel 
handed to us from that Side of the Water, 
that a Britiſh Miniſter, who would acquire 
| the. Confidence of his Royal Maſter, muſt 
have a conſtant Eye, as a Point the moſt 
efſential, to the ſupporting, and even extend- 
ing the Power and Influence of your preſent 
Royal Family in Germany, No doubt but 
your Lordſhip will have obſerved much 
more of this new Doctrine in that Extra- 
ordinary Vindication, What I quote from 
it, is Page, 11. and 15. = 1 

It can be no Surprize to your Lordſhip, 
who are not leſs conſpicuous for ſuperior 
political than military Skill, that the States, 


in 
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 ® The Conduct of the late Adminiſtration, with regard 
to foreign Affairs, from 1722 to 1742, c. 
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in this Anſwer, wiſh to be more full ap- 
prized of what bis Lordſhip means by a new © 
Alliance with regard to Hanover, before 
they enter into any Deliberation on that 
Head. Should they incautiouſly treat and 


' conclude any ſuch Alliance with Lord 


$ r, what Hopes could they have that 
ſuch a Treaty would be approved by your 
Parliament as it ought, being executed by 
a Miniſter of their own Nation? Had 
your preſent Parliament been of the Stamp 
of your late, when the late Miniſler was 
known to direct as a Dictator, the Riſk 
had not been great. But the Caſe is, or 
ſcems to be much altered. 
Your Ambaſſador's miniſterial Skill 
makes it wondered here, that his Lordſhip 
would ſet out with a Propoſal which he 
muſt have foreſeen, would not be reliſhed 
by a State that has for a long Time ſeen, 
with Concern, the unſafe Partiality of 
your late Miniſter, with regard to this Fo- 
reign Concern. Tis not, I ſuppoſe, that 
his Lordſhip did not ſee the Impropriety 


of his Propoſal, but that he found his on 


Account in obeying implicitly. Be that 
as. it will, the making this Propoſal, as it 


muſt le confirmed the States in an Opi- 


nion that the late Miniſter's Influence ſtill 
ſubſiſts, was + alone ſufficient to cool them 
with. 


(9) 


with regard to the reſt of the Ambaſſador's 
Propoſals, For, my Lord, tis no Secret 
here, and I ſuppoſe 'tis none there neither, 
that our Superiors never would treat with 
Openneſs and Confidence with you whilſt 
the late Miniſter preſided over your Coun- 
cils; nor probably never will, whilſt they 
have any Grounds for ſuſpecting that he 
is ſecretly at the Head of them: They 
might ſuppoſe, there would be no Security 
in treating with a Miniſter, who always 
ſeemed inclined to ſacrifice the real Intereſt 
of his Country and its natural Allies to the 
Continuance of his own Influence. And 
they might ſuppoſe, that he will obſerve 
the fame Maxims in order to blend the 
Staff with the Peerage. V5 
But, my Lord, to view the Propoſal of 
an Alliance for Hanover, extracted from 
the obvious Impropriety of it from Lord 
S, of what Advantage could it be to 
this State or even to Hanover, as Matters 
have been managed laſt Year at H—n—n? 
That it would be of no Benefit to England 
is certain ; nor can I ſee how it could be 
of any to the Queen of Hungary, which 
ought to be the Ultimatum of all yours and 
our Alliances at this critical Juncture. 
Had ſuch a Propoſal been made fourteen 
Months ago by the proper Channel, that — 
| Ss y 
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( 10) 
by a Hanoverian Miniſter, it might be of 
Public Benefit: But to make it now, after 
2 Neutra'ity, abſolutely prevents any good 


Uflects that can be expected from it; to 


make it io unſcaſonably, I ſay, and by the 
Channel of a Britiſb Ambafſader, looks as 
Fit had been calculated more to engage 
Britain, indirectly, to ſupport the Expences 
that have or may be incur'd on account of 
the El/eforate, than for any other Purpoſe. 


As your Lordſhip has the Happineſs of be- 


ing a Native of a free Country, you won't 
wonder at the Freedom of my Obſervations, 
that am the Subject of a Commonwealth. 

The Neutrality of laſt Year, and the 


Renewal of it in the preſent, have intirely 


broke any Meaſures this Republic could 
poſſible concert for ſupporting the Queen 
of Hungary or preſerving the Empire, 
They were fecluded by it from taking the 
only Steps that could keep their Prufiar 
and Poliſh Majeſties within the Bounds of 
Moderation. For could the Srates-General 
confide in your late Minſter, an Alliance, 


ſuch as is now unſeafonably propoſed, 


0 bf 4; 
5 
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would not only have detain'd Marſha! Þ 
Maillelois in France, but the Troops of j 


Brandenburg and Saxony at Home to guard 


their reſpective Countries. Fifty Thouſand : 


Men of a combin'd Army 1 in the „ | 
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X Hanover, wou'd certainly have detain'd 
ſo many Pruaſſians and Saxons, or more, 


from aiding in the Conqueſt of Babemia 


and Moravia ; and there is ſcarce a Doubt 
that the Auſtrians could cope with the 


French and Bavarians.* 

I cannot on this Occaſion, my Lord, 
forbear expreſſing the Surprize of all our 
Dutch Politicians at the extraordinary In- 
aftivity that appear d the Beginning of laſt 
Year in the Councils of H——r, It was 
no Secret, long before your Monarch's 


coming to his Elecloratę, that Prufſia and 


Saxony had been gain'd by France, and 
that a French Army was to paſs the lower 
Rhine to favour the Pruffian and Saxon 
Succours intended for the Duke of Bava- 


ria. Then was the Time for the Propoſal 


to the States-General that is now made. 
Then was the Time for raiſing Troops, 
for erecting Magazines, and for acting 
with Vigour and Reſolution, But, my 
Lord, ſuppoſing the Stazes-General, as not 
caring to venture on either the [dom or 
Virtue of your late Miniſier, would not 
come into ſuch an Alliance; was not the 
Elefor, King, powerful enough, money d 
enough, to ſet ſuch a Force on Foot as 
might baffle all the Deſigns of France and 
Her Allies in the North of the Empire ? 
02 
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The annual Revenue of the Eleforate is 


computed at about 5,000,000 Guzlders, 
or eve hungre d thouſand Pound Sterling . 


and 'tis well known that the annual pub- 
lic Civil and Military Expence of the E- 
Lectorate, ſince the, Death of Queen Anne, 


never amounted to 200,000 J. and ſeldom 


to above 120,000 J. The Saving out of 


| ſuch a Revenue in ſeven and twenty Years 
muſt amount to an immenſe Sum. My 


Lord, I need not tell you, who ſo well 
know the Value of Money in Germany, 
that this Sum alone, without any Alli- 
ance, was ſufficient to raiſe ſuch a Force, 


in three Months Time, as would have 2 
cured the Electorate, and diſconcerted all 


the Meaſures of France and her Allies. 
To know that this mighty Treaſure was 
not laid out, or Part of it on this impor- 
tant Occaſion, and to ſuppoſe it in being, 
would be to ſuppoſe an Unfondneſs to part 
with Money, which few wiſe Men are 


ſeized with. Therefore I chuſe to think, 


that this great Treaſure, which might be 


ſaved, has been tranſported to your happy 


Country, and laid out in Royal Acts of 


Piety, and Munificence. On this Suppo- 
ſition, my Lord, give me leave to congra- 
tulate you, that are and have been bleſs'd 


with two ſucceſſive Rulers, who far from 


em- 


1 


empoveriſhing your Country by ſending 
any of her Specie Abroad, have conſtant! 
enriched her at the Expence of their He- 
reditary Dominions. | 
'Tis obſervable that the wording of 


Hr, is uncommonly extenſive, if not 
equivocative, which would ſhew a Deſign 
of ſurprizing the States General into a 
Guaranty that might involve them with 


your Cabinet had not been, as the French 
term it, a L'epreuve, But, my Lord, if it 
does not ſhew ſuch a finiſter Intention, I 
beg leave to ſay, that it proves but too evi- 
dently that your Stateſmen are no Conju- 
ters, in ſuppoſing that the Fallacy or 
Blunder of it would eſcape ours. To elu- 
cidate this Point, your Lordſhip will ex- 
cuſe my repeating the Propoſal, which is, 
for a new Alliance in regard to the Hanover 
| Domimons and their Territories. 

How far the Word Dominions may be 
conſtrued to extend, I can't fay ; but with- 
out any Doubt, the Word Territories in- 
cludes his late Majeſty's, King George I. 
Purchaſes of Bremen and Verden. We all 
know how the Vender came by thoſe Ter- 
= 7itories; and ſuppoſing the Purchaſer had 
paid a valuable Conſideration for them, in 
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your Ambaſſador's Propoſal in regard to 


Sweden, if the Probity and Candidneſs of 


Hano- 


c n * * 
a r 


Hanoverian, and not in B——h Ms6- 


ney, yet where are the Proofs that the firſt 
legal Owner had ever relinquiſhed hie 
Claim ; or where tlie Security, that he 
won't aſſert his Right whenever Opportu. 
nity offers? 

One may ſay that no Regard was had 
to Equality in framing this Fropoſal for a 
geciprocal Guaranty of Territories; for 
ſuch muſt have been the Intent oſ it. The 
United Provinces have no diſputable Ferri- 
tories. The States have the Sanction of 
Treaties for all they poſſeſs; and theſe 
Treaties were ratified by the rightful Pro- 
Prietors. But your Lordſhip will eaſily per- 
ceive, that the ſame can't be ſaid of theſe 
Territories of the Electlorate. To take 


then this firſt Part of the States Anſwer in 


the genuine Light, it may be much more 
wondered that a Britiſb Ambaſſador's Me- 


morial contained any ſuch Propoſal about Þ 
Hanmer, than that it was reliſned no better. 


The herd Article of their High Migh- 
*inefſess Anſwer ſeems to prove more than 
I am willing to believe; or at leaſt; more 


- than I would with to have any Reaſon for 


believing. Your Lordſhip will fee by this 
Part of their Anſwer, that the States ſeem 
more inclined to truſt to the bonne foy of 
France than Britain. A ſurprizing Change, 

my 
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my noble, heroic Deliverer, ſince I was 


reſcued from the Jaws of Death by your 
Friendſhip and Valour, at the Battle of 
Mons] Who would have thought in thoſe 
Days, that Holland would ever have had 
Reaſon for confiding more in the Honeſty 
of a French than AEngliſb Miniſter? Or 
ho could ſuppoſe that Holland, invironed 
with French Troops, would refuſe to aſcer- 


tain her Safety, by accepting Succours 
from England? There is ſomething ſo odd 


in this Conduct of the Szazes; ſomething 
fo very perplexing in the Conſideration of 
it, that I can't help thinking it well worth 
your Lordfhip's Time and mine to beſtow 
a ſew Moments in examining whether this 
Conduct be owing to Errors committed on 


this or that Side of the Water : For that it 
proceeds from Error, or ſomewhat worſe, 


ſeems plain to a Demonſtration, 

This Republic has had no Quarrels of 
her own ſince the Peace of Utrecht, and 
therefore would have had no Cauſe for 
arming from that Time to this, had ſhe 


not conſulted the Intereſt and Humour of 


of your Court in many Inſtanees more than 


ſhe was obliged to. But, my Lord, tho” 
Holland went for a long Time willingly, 


I may ſay implicitly, into the Meaſures of 
your Cabinet, ſhe did it on a Suppoſition 
that 


4 
11 
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| 


which would have accrued from the Friend- 
ſhip of ſo powerful and faithful an Ally as 


| Miniſters of yours, my Lord, have brought 
their Country to that paſs, that ſhe ſuffered 


by Turns courted and been affronted 
by every Power in Europe. She affected 


Reputation, my Lord, is every thing to 
a Nation that would make any Figure in 


(16) 


that your Mini/ters were in the Intereſt of 
their Country, always inſeparable, whilſt 
rightly adviſed, from that of theſe Pro- 
vinces. Ls 
Far from improving the Advantages 


the States General, your Miniſters have 
treated their Country out of her Reputa- 
tion; and ours became precarious by aſſo- 
ciating with them for a Time. Theſe 


Inſults which the leaſt powerful State in 
Europe would not put up with. She has 


ſometimes to bully too; but alas! bluſ- 
tering Language was: all that was dread- 
ed from a Miniſtry ſtigmatized for Puſil- 
lanimity and bad Conduct. We have 
ſeen an Inſtance of the Reputation of 
your Country in the Slight put upon her 
ſome Years ago, by our elder Siſter, the 
Republic of Yenzce. 


the World. The Intereſt of a Trading 
Nation in particular, is ſo inſeparably 
linked with her Reputation, that whatever 

| affects 
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affects the one mult neceſſarily affect the 
other: This Commonwealth has ſome- 
times experienced the Truth of this 
Maxim ; and I doubt not that England 
has the Experience of it at this Time to 
her Colt. | 
The Loſs of a Nation's Reputation can 
never happen but from the Miſconduct of 
her Miniſters. When it is univerſally 
| known that all their Treaties, Conven- 

tions, Engagements, and Preliminaries, are 
ſo many momentary Expedients for put- 
ting off an evil Day, tis impoſſible but 
the Reputation of their Country mult ſink, 
When it is ſeen to Mankind that they em- 
ploy the Revenues of their Country in ſup- 
porting a Foreign Concern abroad, and in 
corrupting at home, that Country muſt 
neceſſarily come into Diſreputation. When 
all Europe ſees a Miniſtry ignominiouſly 
ſtooping to a neighbouring Power, at the 
Expence of the National Intereſt and Ho- 
nour; at the Expence of their Neighbours 
and the Ballance of Power; ſuch a Mi- 
niſiry, I ſay, and their Country, muſt fall 
into the utmoſt Contempt. 

If your Lordſhip knows any Country 
curſed with ſuch a Miniſtry as I have de- 
ſcribed, vou won't wonder that ſhe has 
Rt all Reputation; no, having loſt it, 

| D 


SI 


(18) 
can yan wonder that ſhe has loſt the Con- 
fidence of her Neighbours. 

To bring all this home to the Purpoſe 
of the third Article of the States Anſwer 
to your Ambaſſador, it I were not writing 
to a Nobleman whoſe Knowledge is uni- 
verſal, and whoſe Separation from the 
Miſtry of his Country is an Argument 
of his Diſapprobation of their Conduct, 
I] wou'd endeavour to ſet before your 
Lordſhip the Gradations by which your 
Country loſt her Reputation, and the Rea- 
ſons why the Sfates-Genera/ could not 
with any Hopes of Safety or Succeſs con- 
fide in her Friendſhip, or hs cas in her 
new Demands. 

It would take up too much of your 
Lordfhip's Time and mine, to point out 
the Inconſiſtency of the Conduct of your 
Miniſters for twenty Years paſt. I don't 
think that the Condu of thoſe who pre- 
ceeded immediately theſe, were irreproach- 
able neither ; for Partiality to a Foreign 
Concern, and Reſignation to the Will of 
France, were Maxims with the former 
Adminiſiration as well as the late. 

Theſe Maxims, my Lord, too literally 
obſerved, have produced mott of that Mi. 
conduct to which may be aſſigned the Loſs 
of * Country 8 0 The Fo- 
5 reign 
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reign Concern occaſion'd a Diſtruſt of the 


late Emperor, the King of Pruſſia, and 


ſome others of the German Princes, which 


gave the Wound to the Harmony that did, 


and ought to have ſubſiſted between the 
Grand Allies of Queen Anne's Days. This 
Foreign Concern, and the frothy Title of 
the Houſe of Orleans to the Crown of 
France, occaſion'd that fatal Submiſſion to 


that Crows: which has undone the Houſe 


of Auſtria, and with it, moſt of the Free 
States of Europe. 

From theſe * Hints, your Lordſhip, 
I doubt not, will be of Opinion. with me, 
that the preſent Diſtruſt of the States-Ge- 
neral, ſo clearly expreſs d by the third Ar- 
ticle of their Anſwer, proceeds not ſo much 
from Error on our Side, as from Capital 


| Miftakes on yours. 


Suppoſing France to have Views on the 


Auſtrian Netherlands, they mult be diſtant, 


it being improbable ſo wiſe a Miniſtry 


wou'd attempt any thing ſo hazardous be- 


fore ſhe has ſettled Affairs to her Mind in 


Germany, Italy, and the North: But ſup- 


poſe they are nearer than I am willing to 
hope they are, what Security could the 
States propoſe by irritating one great Power 
to comply with another, whoſe Conduct 
bor above twenty Years, ſhews her to have 
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been in conſtant Dread of that great 
| Power to be oppoſed ? My Lord, the 
1 States may apprehend, upon no weak 
j Grounds, that the ſame Dread of France 


ſtill ſubſiſts, which has been manifeſt to 
4 all Europe, for above twenty Years ; and 
it ſuppoſing it does, how fatally muſt theſe 
i | Provinces be involved ſhou'd they enter 
upon the Scene of War againſt France up- 
on the Streſs of an Alliance with a Coun- 
try whoſe Miniſters dread every Motion of 
the French, with regard to Home or Fo- 
reign Concerns . 

The ſame Men will always have the ſame 
Dread upon them; and that Dread will 
always deter them from making ſuch Ef- 
forts as the States would expect, and the 
common Cauſe of Liberty require. Let 
as ſee a thorough Change in your Miniſtry, 

and you ſhall ſee a thorough Change in 
our Conduct. This Change on our Side 
vil proceed from an Opinion, that an in- 
tice new Miniſtry will intirely change Mea- 

| ſures. But, my Lord, whilſt the ſame 
Men, or rather Man, and his Tools, pre- 
ſide, we expect a Continuance of the ſame 
Meaſures, wherefore you are not to won- 
der that the States make Anſwer, they 

rely on the bonne ſoy of France and their 
own Force. 
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The fourth and laſt Article of the 
States Anſwer is no leſs an Indication of 
their Jealouſy on account of your ſending 
Troops to Flanders without firſt acquaint- 
ing them with your Reſolution, than it 
is a Proof of egregious Blunder in your 
Minifiers. My Lord, it is new, I may ſay 
ſtrange Policy, for one Nation to court the 
Alliance of another, and yet to take a Step 
of great Importance to both Nations, pre- 
vious to ſuch Application. Could not this 
! Reſolution of ſending Troops Abroad be 
* imparted to the States before the Arrival 
of Lord Stair? Or was this neceſſary Piece 
of Complaiſance poſtponed for fear the 
States ſhould repreſent againſt the Tranſ- 
portation as abſolutely needleſs and unne- 
ceſſary? 

But, my Lord, to examine this Tranſ- 
portation, abſtracted from the Indecorum 
of reſolving upon it but in Concert with 
the States- General, to what Purpoſe is it 
made? what End can it ſerve? Twice 
ſixteen, or even twenty Thouſand Men in 
Flanders, can be of no kind of Service to 
the Queen of Hungary, as ſuch an Army 
can never intimidate France, nor prevent 
her ſuccouring the preſent Emperor in vir- 
tue of her Treaties as Matters ſtand at 
preſent. And was it deſigned that your 

Troops 


Troops ſhould garriſon the Auſtrian For- 


treſſes, that the native Troops might march 
to reinforce the Armies of the Queen on 
the Banks of the Danube; how are they 
to march ; what Route muſt they take to 
avoid the Armies of her Enemies? But 
were this practicable, as it certainly is not, 
methinks ſome Regard ſhould be had to 
the States-General, who could not ſee, 
without Jealouſy, the Maritime Fortreſſes 
of the Auſtrian Netherlands in foreign 
ns. OT. 
Your Lordſhip perceives that their High 
Mightineſſes are not ſilent on this Head: 
They could not without wounding the | 
Honour and the Intereſt of their Country, 
Oſtend and Newport in foreign Hands, 
would be wounding this Republic in the 
tendereſt Part; and what Conſtruction 
could the States put upon your ſending 
Troops to Flanders without conſulting 
them, but that you ſtipulated privately for 
being put in Poſſeſſion of theſe Keys to 
the Netherlands? 5 2 i 
If this was the Intent of your Tranſ— 
portation, p:#Jon me if I fay, you did not 
'; deſerve the Confidence of the States; and 
if it was not, you were ſtrangely out in 
your Politics, to take an unneceſlary Step 
11 that muſt naturally create the Jealouſy: a 
Fe * ts the 
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the United Provinces. Your Lardſhip 
will excuſe my uſing the Word you on this 


and many other Occafions, when I aſſure 
you that it is meant * to ſupply the 
Word Miniſtry. 

We Follanders, my Lord, view this 
Tranſportation in quite another Light than 
perhaps your Miniſter would have it ſeen. 
He may ſuppoſe it neceſſary to appeaſe the 


Public, by making a Shew of being in no 


Dread of France, and ſuccouring the 
Queen of Hungary. He may think it 


* neceſlary to perſuade his Fellow-Subjects 


that a Standing- Army of fixty or ſeventy 
Thouſand Men was kept up for ſome other 
Purpoſe than that of awing them into 
Tameneſs and Submiſſion, He might 
hope that his former Errors might be for- 
got, at leaſt forgiven, in the Hurry of 


; warhke Preparations and Armaments. 
Jour People, my Lord, are honeſt and 


well-meaning ; they are brave too, and 
perhaps too forgiving; but they are more 
eaſily amuſed with Shews, Reviews, En- 
campments, Marches, and Embarkations, 
than any in Europe. 

I won't fay that your Miniſter had a 
View of quickening the Impover:ſhment 


of his Fellow-Subje&ts by a Tranſportation 


that muſt needs carry three or four hun- 
| dred 


(Rs 
dred Thouſand Pounds out of the Kingdom 


this Year; but I take the Liberty to ſay, 


that ſo much might be ſaved to the Na- 
tion had the Troops been kept at Home; 
and that their going Abroad can be at- 
tended with no Advantage to the Cauſe of 
general Freedom. 1 
We apprehend, my Lord, that theſe 
Troops might, and ought to have been 
ſent Abroad laſt Vear. A Body of your 
Troops in Flanders, laſt Summer, might 
have prevented Marſhal Maillebois's March 
beyond the Lower Rhine. And had this 
Army been detained at Home, Part, at 
leaſt, of the Prufſians had been detained 
in Brandenburg to watch the Motions of 
the Troops in the Electorate of Hanover. 
But theſe glorious Purpoſes would not an- 
ſwer the private Purpoſe of the Miniſter. 
There was a general Election laſt Summer; 
and there were Heats and Animoſities ow- 
ing ſolely to his Miſconduct. When a Mi- 
niſter goes into wrong Meaſures, it becomes 
neceſſary for him to enforce the Execution 
of ſuch Meaſures by a military Force. 
And when this happens to be the Cafe, 
ſuch a Miniſter and ſuch a military Force 
may become dangerous to any Conſtitu- 
tion, ſince nothing but the perſonal Merit 

of 
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| of the Prince can prevent the Nation from 


being Slaves. | 
Upon this Occaſion of ending your 
Troops abroad laſt Year, I remember we, 
here at the Hague, were very merry upon 
an idle Rumour which reached us, viz. 
that whilſt the Miniſter was at his Coun- 
try-Palace, a Diſpute aroſe amongſt the 
4 Regents about the Legality of ſend- 


ing Troops out of the Kingdom, This 


Farce, whether true or falſe, contributed 
to our Mirth on this Side of the Water. 
How it was reliſh'd amongſt you there, 
cannot ſay; but if there was any Truth 


nn the Matter, I cannot but wonder at the 
| Shallowneſs of the Device; and admire 


the eaſy good Nature of your People. 
The Scruple that was in the Council of 
Regency, in the Abſence of the Miniſter, 


was, if we were rightly informed here, 


that it was contrary to the Intent of the 


Act of Settlement to involve the Natioh in 
any Expence on the Account of the Elec- 


torate ; and that, as ſending Troops thi- 


ther muſt be attended with Expence, there- 


fore the ſending them was a Violation of 
that fundamental Law. I confeſs, I think 
the Miniſter acted prudently to be abſent 
when this knotty Point came to be dif- 


cuſs d. Foy without doubt, the Grin up- 
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on dis Phiz, which I am told is never 


without one, muſt have doubled, had he 


been preſent to hear the Graveſt of the 


Nation debate a Point he had ſettled in 
his Cloſet. But, my Lord, with what 


Face could Men, reputed for Wiſdom, 


ſhew an Abſtemiouſneſs on that Occaſion, 
that had, on a thouſand others, approved of 
Foreign T roops and Subfidies, and many 


other expenſive Items which regarded the 


Electorate much more than their native 
Country? Was there a Neceſſity for fo 
tranſparent an Excuſe for not ſending 
Troops to Hanover? Perhaps there was with 
regard to Home, but I am ſure it was in- 


tirely unneceſſary with regard to Foreigners. 


For I will venture to fay, there was not 
one in a Million that believed the Miniſter 


would ſpare a fingle Regiment, at that 
Time of Elections, to fave the Houſe of 


Auſiria, or the Ballance of Power. As 


for Hanover, he had concerted a Neutrali- 


ty to fave it full three Months before the 
Legality of the Tranſportation of Troops 
came to be doubted ; and when that and 
domeſtic Safety were ſecure, let Allies and 


Confederates ſhift for themſelves ; it was 


all one to the Miniſter what became of 


1 


: them or the World beſides. 
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r J have often wonder'd what Pretext that 
e /ubtil Gentleman cou'd have for augment- 
e ing your Land-Forces from Year to Year, 
n Il will ſuppoſe he had Parliaments that 
t took his Word implicitly ; but even to. 
„ thoſe Plaufibility was neceſſary: The moſt 
„ arbitrary of the Roman Miniſters, even 
f SGejanus himſelf, diſſembed with his Penſi- 
y © oners. As the Miniſter's annual Arguments 
e for continuing and augmenting your Army 
e © muſt be very curious, I ſhould be very glad 
o to hear them. 
g But, my Lord, to be more ſerious: Was 
h there a Neceſſity for ſo formidable a Body 
of Forces being kept on foot, or was there 
s not If there was, from what did that 
t | Neceflity ſpring? Certainly not from the 
„ Situation of your forezgn Affairs; for tho 
t only Powers you had any Colour or Rea- 
jf © ſon to dread were France and Spain: But 
\s © what had you to apprehend from them? 
1 Their Naval Force only; and yours was 
je double, both for the Number and Large- 
ds nels of Ships, and the Experience and 
d Courage of Seamen. Your Situation ſe- 
d cured you from Surprize, and from their 
as Land-Force, was it ten Times what it is, 
of or ever will be. Vou muſt always have In- 
telligence of any Preparations of Conſe- 
I quence in thoſe Countries; and as for thoſe 
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that might be carried on beet your 
Knowledge, they muſt always be too in- 
ſignificant to give you Umbrage, if the 
bad Conduct of your Miniſtry don't create 
a general Diſaffection; and in ſuch Cale I © 
ſhould very much doubt the Continuance 
of Miniſterial Influence over the Troops. 
At all Times, my Lord, and even at 
this perplexed Time, it would be more 


natural, cheaper, and ſafer for you to take 
foreign Troops into your Pay, than main- 
tain ſo large a Force of your own Natives, 


as you have on Foot at preſent. You _ 
might keep twice the Number for the 


Expence you are now at; all the Pur- 


poſes of your Allies wou d be far bet- 
ter anſwer'd ; and your Lordſhip will ad- 
mit that your Liberties would not be leſs 


ſafe from Encroachments of Miniſterial | 
Power, 


But I forget that I am ſat - 
down to write a Letter and not a Volume. 


I have already treſpaſs d on your Lordſhiz p's 


Patience, for which i e beg your | 


Pardon, PW 
EE Ian, &c. | 
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